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KENNETH S. LATOURETTEt
In the centenary celebration for Peter Parker the date chosen
is that of the opening of his hospital in Canton. This is as it should
be. It was as a physician that Doctor Parker made his best known
and most distinctive contribution. It is appropriate that his memory
should be kept green in connection with the work of physical healing
and with the rise of the modern medical profession in China. Yet
it is also fitting that he should be remembered as missionary and
diplomat. It was a missionary purpose which led him to seek a
medical training; it was as a missionary that he first went to China;
and to the end of his long days it was as a missionary that he looked
out on life. In his mind, his work as a physican was purely ancil-
lary to that dominating purpose. As it chanced, however, approxi-
mately half of his active life in China was spent neither as physician
nor as Christian minister, but in the diplomatic service of the Ameri-
can Government. If in this employment he did not make as unique
a contribution as in medical missions, it was not through any lack of
conscientious effort.
Peter Parker's missionary purpose was the natural outgrowth of
his early environment and of his education. He was reared on a
Massachusetts farm and in a family in which the strong Puritan
tradition was combined with that belief in religious conversion which
so marked much of rural New England from the days of Jonathan
Edwards well into the nineteenth century. As an adolescent he
passed through deep despondency into a sense of joy and forgiveness.
This, in the circles he knew, was considered the normal entrance into
the religious life. The experience shaped his life. Soon thereafter
he determined toenter the Christian ministry. His family was in the
straitened circumstances to be expected of those who sought to wrest
their living from a New England farm. For some years he gave
his services to them, contributing his winter earnings fromthe prosaic
occupation of teaching in district schools and his summer labor in the
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field. When at last he was free to seek a college education, it was
to Amherst that he first went, as an inexpensive school of the
prophets. That institution, then in its infancy, seemed to him too
restricted in its facilities. For a time he thought of attending Har-
vard, conveniently near his home, but his advisers warned him
against its dangerous theology and he sought, instead, the sounder
instruction at Yale. To Yale, then, camethis serious-minded youth,
a little older than most of his fellows, probably regarded by many
of them as distant and, to say the least, a bit peculiar and quite too
pious. At Yale he spent his senior undergraduate year, attaining
his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1831. While at Yale, perhaps be-
cause of its atmosphere, slowly maturing ideas crystallized and he
determined to be a missionary. Once entered upon that decision,
with characteristic initiative and persistence he sought to spread to
some of his fellow students the contagion of his purpose, and with
some success. At Yale, too, he pursued both his medical and his
theological studies. Report has it that so eager was he to complete
his combined studies in theshortest possibletime, or, perhaps, because
so manyof his hours were spent in extracurricular religious activities,
that the faculties of medicine and of divinity, while yielding to his
request to telescope his course, recommended him for his graduate
degrees only on the condition that he would neither practice nor
preach in this country. Whatever may be the facts back of that
oral tradition, in the year that he completed his work he sailed for
China as a missionary of the American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions and the following year opened the now famous
Ophthalmic Hospital in Canton.
Of the contribution of Dr. Parker and of that hospital to medi-
cine in China I must not attempt to speak. That is being done by
others far more competent in matters medical than am I. Perhaps
I may, however, be permitted to seek to appraise the place of Dr.
Parker and his hospital in the Christian missionary enterprise in
China. It is now a commonplace that hospitals, dispensaries, and
medical and public health education have a normal and a prominent
part in the program of Protestant foreign missions. It is also
equally a matter of history that the modern medical profession of
China is the creation of Protestant missions and that in no other
major area has medicine occupied quite so large a proportion of the
missionary staff. This did not happen simply as a matter of course.
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Dr. Parker's own Board, long the largest of the American foreign
mission societies, looked askance at the amount of time he was devot-
ing to medicine. This, they felt, was not a proper task for those
whom they employed. Missionaries, they contended, should give
their efforts to preaching the Gospel, preparing Christian literature,
and assisting in the creation of churches which in time would make
the missionary unnecessary. A little over a decade after his arrival
in China, therefore, his Board advised him to seek his support from
some other source. How far Dr. Parker, by the success of his hos-
pital, led to the later reversal of this policy is not clear. Nor can
it be proved that it was the stimulus given by him, less than thirty
years after the inception of Protestant missions in China and less
than half a century after the beginning of the modern world-wide
Protestant missionary enterprise, which was responsible for the
prominence that medicine has had in the program of Protestant mis-
sions the world around and notably in China. Probably it would
be far from the facts to attribute this to any one man. The obvious
contribution of modern Western medical knowledge and technic was
sufficient to induce those to employ it who had as their major
task the response to human need. However, the example of Dr.
Parker probably had much to do with the early popularity of medi-
cal practice as a branch of missions. His hospital was in the chief
city of South China and what was long the only port in the Empire
open to foreign commerce. Its success in relieving suffering and in
allaying prejudice against the foreigner and the missionary were
immediate and spectacular. The news of his achievement was
heralded throughout missionary circles in Europe and America.
He, himself, by lectures and interviews in the United States and
Great Britain helped to make it known. The Medical Missionary
Society for China which arose to support his work gave assistance to
Christian physicians in other parts of China, especially in the days
when medical missions were first making a place for themselves. In
missionary circles his name became a household word. It is too
much to say that without him medical missions would not have
come into being. It is not going beyond the evidence, however, to
declare that he had an important part in winning for the physician
his prominence in Protestant missions and in stimulating the Prot-
estant missionary enterprise to undertake the efforts which have
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had such notable fruits in the modern medical education and the
public health program of China.
By natural steps, as in the case of S. Wells Williams, Yale's first
Professor of Chinese, Dr. Parker's work as a missionary led him into
the diplomatic service of his country. He lived through a period
momentous in the history of China and revolutionary in China's rela-
tions with foreign powers. Within a few years after his arrival in
Canton the friction between Great Britain and China led to what is
generally known by the somewhat inaccurate title as the "Opium
War." This, as all the world knows, was concluded by a treaty
which led the MiddleKingdomintotheinevitablebutperilouscourse
of regular diplomatic relations with Western Powers, a course which
within two generations was to draw her, somewhat haltingly, into
midstream in the current of the modern world. The Sino-British
Treaty of 1 842 was followed by others, including the initial one
with the United States, in 1844. A peace followed which in effect
proved an uneasy truce. On the one hand, Western Powers pressed
for revision of the treaties in the direction of the enlargement of
foreign intercourse. On the other, leading Chinese believed that
too much had already been conceded and placed obstacles in the way
of carrying out the terms of the existing agreements. From 1856
to 1860 came a second war with Great Britain, one in which France
joined. This, in turn, was concluded by treaties in 1858 and 1860
which, with those of 1842-1844, have from that time to this formed
the foundation of relations with Western Powers and their citizens.
In this era of decisive negotiations Dr. Parker had an interesting
part. When, in 1840, the first Sino-British war made necessary the
suspension of the hospital in Canton, he returned temporarily to the
United States. Here he lectured extensively on China. In Wash-
ington he saw the President and Daniel Webster. He hoped to
interest the government in mediating between China and Great
Britain and thus, he wrote, "to save great sacrifice of life, and indi-
rectly to facilitate the progress of the gospel in that Empire." He
urged the early appointment of a Minister to China. It is not at
all certain that Dr. Parker's representations had any influence in
either the decision to send an American mission or in the contents of
the treaty which ensued. The latter seems to have been almost
entirely the work of Caleb Cushing, the American envoy. How-
ever, Dr. Parker became one of the Chinese secretaries of the mis-
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sion. His hospital had brought him to the favorable attention of
some of the more prominent Chinese, and the confidence thus begot-
ten proved of no little assistance in smoothing the path for the
negotiations. When, in 1845, the American legation in China was
created, he became its Chinese secretary and interpreter. In the
intervals between Ministers, or Commissioners as they were first
termed, he acted as charge d'affaires. Then, in 1855, he, himself,
was appointed Commissioner or Minister,-until the nineteen-
twenties the only one to hold that office who could speak, read, and
write the Chinese language. He assumed office at an important
time. The second war between Great Britain and China broke out
the following year. He was, too, charged with the task of obtaining
a revision of the treaty of 1844. He favored a vigorous American
policy. On the eve of the war he advocated cooperation with
Great Britain and France in treaty revision. Lord Clarendon was
encouraged, indeed, to hope for a triple alliance of the three Powers
in pressing the Chinese for better terms. Had this course been
pursued, the United States would probably have been a party to the
war. In China, moreover, he stood for strong-armed methods.
He favored the seizure of Formosa, then a Chinese possession, to be
held until Peking should come to terms. He even dreamed of
permanent annexation of the island as an American foothold in the
Far East and as an aid to our commerce in the region. In this he
was subscribing to a policy which Commodore Perry had suggested
only a few years before, and was anticipating one of the arguments
used a little over forty years later for the retention of the Philip-
pines. He probably did not dream of any inconsistency between
this truculent position and his erstwhile profession of a Christian
missionary. Like other foreigners who had had long to deal with
the Chinese officials of those days and who had been irritated by their
attitude of lofty superiority, he believed that force was the only
prelude to more amicable and just relations. He was, however,
horrified by the exploitation of Chinese laborers through the no-
torious coolie traffic, and one of his earliest official acts was to call on
American citizens to desist from their part in the trade. In his
program for a more warlike procedure toward China he failed of
support from Washington. The United States was not prepared to
embark on an imperialistic policy in the Far East. His term of
office was not long. With the change of administration, in 1857,
he was replaced by a political appointee and probably not from any
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dissatisfaction with his services. It was his successor who negoti-
ated the important treaty of 1858, but much of the preparatory work
had been performed by Dr. Parker during his brief tenure of office.
On his return from his term as Commissioner, Dr. Parker retired
from active life. He was never again to see the Far East. How-
ever, in the three decades of life which remained to him he retained
his interest in missions and in China. His approximately twenty
years in that land had been full ones. Though his most notable
achievement had been in the field of medicine, he had rendered dis-
tinguished, though not epoch-making, service in Christian missions
and in diplomacy.